
 
                            

 
Examples of MLA Format for a Works Cited Page 

 
The following examples are shown using the underlining format; some instructors may prefer the italicizing format.  Note that   

margins are not shown in correctly formatted widths.  Consult your composition textbook or the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers for additional information and examples. 
 
 
 
PRINT SOURCES 
 
BOOKS 
One to three authors; subtitle. 
 
 
THREE OR MORE AUTHORS 
Three or more authors; edition 
statement; state name required 
if city name is unfamiliar. 
 
ESSAY IN A COLLECTION 
One essay in a collection of 
essays with an editor; common 
abbreviations used in publication 
statement. 
 
ESSAY EXCERPTED  IN CLC 
An excerpt from a book; short story 
title within a title; three or more edit- 
ors; multiple volume work (total 
number of volumes is optional). 
 
 
ESSAY EXCERPTED IN SSC 
An excerpt from a magazine 
article; book title within a title (total 
number of volumes is optional). 
 
REFERENCE   BOOKS 
Cite a reference article like an essay 
in a collection, except do not cite 
the editor of the reference book. 
 
 
 
If entries in a reference work are 
alphabetical, you may omit volume 
and page numbering. 
 
 
For a familiar reference work, 
you may omit publication elements, 
but include the edition and/or date. 
 
PERIODICALS 
JOURNALS 
Article in a scholarly journal with 
continuous pagination through- 
out each volume or year. 
 
Article in a scholarly journal 
that pages each issue separately. 
 
NEWSPAPERS 
Article from a newspaper  with 
numbered sections; use + to 
indicate numbering of articles 
continued on non-consecutive 
pages. 
 
Supply the place name in 
brackets  when not part of the title. 
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MAGAZINES 
Article from a popular magazine. 
 
 
ELECTRONIC SOURCES 
 
INFOTRAC PERIODICAL 
Article from InfoTrac (online periodical 
database); full pagination not given 
(use beginning page, a hyphen, one 
space, then a period; 
date of access shown; URL of 
database’s home page in angle 
brackets. 
 
 
EBSCOHOST PERIODICAL 
Article from EBSCOhost Web (online 
periodical database); page given: 
name of database is underlined, but 
name of publisher/provider is not. 
 
 
JSTOR JOURNAL 
Article from JSTOR Journal Storage 
database.  Title of database 
JSTOR is underlined; name of 
provider JSTOR is not underlined. 
 
 
 
NEWSBANK NEWSPAPER 
Article from NewsBank 
(newspaper)online database; 
if pagination is given,but not 
consecutive, use plus sign; include 
date of access after database provider name. 
 
 
ELECTRONIC BOOK 
Follow the rules for citing the print 
version of the book, then add the 
project and/or provider (if known), 
the date of access, and the URL. 
 
 
ONLINE  Contemporary Literary 
Criticism  OR Contemporary 
Authors 
Cite the article or essay excerpted, 
and then cite the database title, 
provider, date of access, and URL. 
 
 
WEB DOC WITH AUTHOR 
Personal or professional Web site 
with the creator/author given. 
 
 
WEB DOCUMENT/NO AUTHOR 
Unattributed document from a Web 
site; no date of publication/creation 
given; show date of access. 
 
 
SCHOLARLY PROJECT OR 
DATABASE 
Underline the title of the database/ 
project; give date, editor or compiler, 
sponsoring agency if shown.  Give 
date of access and URL. 
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